P. ISSN: 2706-5804

Journal of Anbar University for r
Law and Pelitical Sciences

A% A T lg TG9318T1 _agiall s LAY Camelo aloes 7 '

E.ISSN: 2075-2024

Volume 14- Issue 1- March 2024

YoYE 3 ) sl ) € aladll

The concept of natural rights from the perspective of John Locke and Thomas
Jefferson (a comparative study)

* Assist. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mustafa Ahmed
'College of Political Science - Sulaymaniyah University

Abstract:

The theory of natural rights occupies a prominent place
among political theories, due to its importance in analyzing
how political society emerges. The concept of natural rights is
also closely linked to natural law, such that man, living in a
state of nature under natural law, possesses natural rights,
which is the philosophical basis for human rights. Although
philosophers and thinkers did not agree on a unified concept of
natural rights and their nature, they agree on the existence of a
natural state that precedes political society, whereby humans
live by their natural rights.

John Locke, a representative of English empiricism and
one of the pioneers of liberalism, is considered one of the most
prominent people who delved deeply into the theory of natural
rights. As for Thomas Jefferson, who was inspired by many
ideas from Locke, perhaps the most prominent of which are
natural rights, he not only delved deeply into the theory of
natural rights in its theoretical aspect, but worked to embody it
in the Declaration of Independence. And applicable laws.
When comparing the views of thinkers on what natural rights
are, we find that Locke considered (life), (liberty), and
(property) to be among the basic natural rights of man, while
Jefferson made it clear that (property) is a necessity and a
means of comfort for humanity in its pursuit of happiness.
Accordingly, his natural rights are (life), (liberty), and (the
pursuit of happiness).
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